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colonists to follow his example, and in a short time, large
quantities of excellent wool were sent over to the English
markets. The wealth of the Australian sheep-farmers had also
an immediate effect upon emigration, and from that time for-
ward there was a steady stream of ' new blood' flowing from
the old country to New South Wales,

In 1803, when John McArthur had first tried his experiment,
he sent over 245 pounds of wool, but as early as 1820 100,000
pounds were shipped to England, in 1830,3,500,000 pounds, and
in 1840 the amount had increased to 7,000,000 pounds. By
that time the fertile country of New South Wales was covered
with enormous flocks of sheep, and the constant search for new
* runs' was the means of opening up the unknown interior of
the Bush.

The real romance of early Australian life lies in the work of
the explorers who, with splendid courage and at the risk of
their lives, penetrated the vast and trackless Bush-country,
animated partly, no doubt, with that love of discovering the
unknown which is in the blood of most brave men, but chiefly
with the good and honest purpose of finding new pasture-lands
and fertile ground for the sheep-farmer and the agriculturist

This story of Australian exploration, which must now be
briefly told, is as truly heroic, if not more heroic, than any
record of glory on the battlefield or of naval warfare.

For about twenty-five years after the first settlement was
established at Port Jackson (or Sydney, as the town was
called) these early Australian colonists were hemmed in by what
for a long time seemed an impassable range of hills. Governor
Phillip, exploring to the north of Sydney, had discovered a
little river, which he called the Hawkesbury, flowing through a
fertile tract of country, afterwards known as the Emu Plains.
Some detachments of convicts were drafted to this district and
encouraged in agricultural pursuits; but misfortunes dogged the
footsteps of the enforced settlers, and a severe drought ruined
their crops and parched their cattle, threatening them with
starvation.